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FALL 2018

GRANDPARENTS AND SPECIAL FRIENDS DAY

SAINTS FUND 
Thank you to those of you who have already contributed to the 
2018-2019 Saints Fund. Base tuition at our school only covers 
83% of the actual cost to educate each student. The Saints Fund 
helps to bridge that gap. Saints Fund money allows our school 
to provide tuition assistance, invest in new technology and 

curriculum resources, and improve school facilities. We cannot 
continue to improve without the help of our generous donors. Our 

goal is 80% participation from our families. Every gift counts towards 
that goal. Please consider a donation to the Saints Fund. You will find a donor card and return 
envelope in this newsletter for your gift. Thank you for your support!

PEP IN OUR STEP!
The 4th annual Run with the Saints kicked off with an exciting pep 
rally for the students! Shawanna White, a professional runner and 
three-time Run with the Saints 1st place female finisher, gave our 
students insight into her active lifestyle, her commitment to success, 
and her rigorous training schedule (she’s only 19 seconds short of 
qualifying for the Olympic Marathon!). Not only did Shawanna 
get the students excited for the Saints Run Club, she also got them 
pumped up for the 5K. Mark your calendars for January 26, 2019, for 
what will no doubt be our biggest race yet. Run with the Saints is not only a fantastic fundraiser 
for our school, it’s also an amazing way to showcase our school to the community. Great prizes, the 
most amazing spread of food, super swag, fun face painting and balloon animals, a rockin’ DJ and, 
most importantly, great friends and fellowship make this run one of the best in the community. 

(Not to mention a top 20 race in the state.) Special thanks  
to all of our sponsors, including our 2019 title sponsor  
BlueCross BlueShield of South Carolina.

Visit www.strictlyrunning.com to sign up. Saint Joseph families get  
$5 off with the promo code: Saint5. Now let’s get training!

You needn’t spend time inside our building to have an impact here. When you read your 
grandchild a story, listen to her prayers, or celebrate his successes, we feel your love and influence. 
We feel the emotional, spiritual, and tangible support you give your grown children, because 
that influences the way they raise the students we see every day. From where I sit, I see how your 
everyday deeds impact our school community. We don’t need to see your name on a plaque to feel 
your presence, because we are already the grateful recipients of your greatest gift — your legacy. 
We understand that your children and your grandchildren are your life’s work. We are humbled, 
inspired, and honored to educate them.

— Excerpt from remarks given at Grandparents and Special Friends Day by front office manager, Katie Rogers



ON A MISSION 
Saint Joseph Catholic School is blessed to 
have teachers who not only care about our 
students but also care deeply about giving 
back to others. Kate Reese, K5 teacher, 
recently had the opportunity to return to 
Kenya for her second mission trip. In 2014, 
Kate visited Nairobi, Kenya in support 
of the Rafiki Foundation, which has 10 
villages in different countries in Africa. The villages have an orphanage and a Classical Christian 
school. Mrs. Reese felt called to return and did so this past summer. She shares the story of her 
recent trip with us.

Why did you choose to do a mission trip in Africa?
Coming back home after my first trip was rough, and, for four years, I dreamed about going back. 
It was great to see everyone that I had met four years prior. The kids had grown up so much! It was 
important for me to return to show them that people really do care about them.  

What did the trip entail/what was the goal?
I spent two weeks teaching and assisting in the classroom, teaching PE to 5th- 12th graders, 
as well as a pre-K class. I also assisted students who needed extra help and worked with some 
university students, who were doing “student teaching”, on their lesson plans. We also planned 
activities for the children who lived in the orphanage for when school was out.    

What was the most impactful part of the trip for you?
In 2014, there was a boy who had just arrived to the village a few 
months before I got there. He spoke almost no English. Even though 
we couldn’t communicate with words, we were able to connect with 
one another through experiences and smiles. After that trip, I started 
sponsoring him and have kept in touch through letters. It absolutely 
melted my heart to get to see him again. And it was even more exciting 
to have many full conversations with him that we weren’t able to have 
last time. Another memorable experience was sharing my testimony 
and preaching the Gospel to the kids and staff of the village. It was great 
to be able to share my story and how the Lord has worked in my life.  

Are there any lessons the students could learn from your trip?
The people I met truly understand the difference between needs and wants and are very content 
in their lives with much less than we have. I also learned the value of prayer. The people there 
are so faithful in prayer. Because they don’t have much, they rely on God for everything! One 
morning when we were sharing prayer requests, someone asked for prayers because they were 
going to the store that day. In Kenya, going to the store is a much bigger deal and takes a lot of 
time (typically most of the day), especially if you are walking. But that has stuck with me and 
made me think often about what my life would look like if I went to the Lord with everything I 
did — even tasks that seem as routine as going to the grocery store.  

SIXTH GRADE – A YEAR OF LEADERSHIP
 We asked three of our sixth graders to tell us about their leadership experience at 
Saint Joseph.

To me, leadership means showing people your best 
in hopes that when they see you, they will take up 
these traits. It also means you must be responsible, 
respectful, and able to make good choices.  

God helps me achieve leadership at St. Joseph. 
With His help and protection, I can live out these 
characteristics and help my school community to grow 
and become an even better place. 

— Pen Verver

Leadership means being a role model for others. 
The younger kids at Saint Joseph look up to the 
older kids. It’s important to follow “Joseph” and to 
participate in activities that make our school better, 
so the younger kids will do the same.

I show leadership by making the honor roll every 
quarter. During extended care, I help out with the 4K 
and 5K kids, as well as Little Man Bootcamp. I also 
serve as Student Council Treasurer. 

— Logan Ashley

What leadership means to me is someone who 
leads his or her community in a way that helps and 
supports everyone’s needs. At Saint Joseph, there are 
a lot of opportunities to be a leader. For example, 
you can do Student Council, help out with 4k, collect 
cans for St. Vincent De Paul, and the list goes on 
and on. This school has shown me how to lead our 
community with faith and trust. I hope in the future I 
will lead and serve our community.

— Oriana Romero

FALL FESTIVAL


