
FLOCKING TO CLASS FOR HANDS-ON LEARNING 
Without question, teachers have one of the most important jobs in the world. An article 
entitled “Top Ten Reasons Why Teachers Matter” describes how teachers not only listen, 
coach, and mentor our children, but also inspire and reveal their hidden skills. So much of 
what they do takes place outside of the classroom and is left unacknowledged. One great 
example is the tireless work of Mrs. Ford and Mrs. Harper. These two teachers have devoted 
their personal nights and weekends to caring for chicks in an incubator to teach their children 
the miracle of life and so much more!
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Through the incubation of the 
chicks, the teachers have helped 
their students learn about life cycles, 
the difference between oviparous 
and viviparous animals, how to 
keep observations in a scientific 
journal, and the incubation process. 
However, more than that, they are 
experientially showing the students 
the life skills of caretaking. They 
teach them how to keep the eggs and 
chicks safe and have the students sit 
and read stories, sing songs, or talk 
to the eggs!

One unique teaching method they utilized was the process of candling eggs, which is used to 
study the growth of an embryo inside an egg by using a bright light source behind the egg to 
show details through the shell. They candled the eggs on days 1, 10, and 18. The children were 
curious about what the eggs looked like inside. It was exciting to see the air pocket getting 
smaller and the chicks getting bigger along the way. 

The work was not done once the chicks began to hatch. The class spent a lot of time observing 
hatching. They knew hatching had begun because they could hear the chicks “peeping” inside 
the eggs, which meant the chicks had pipped through the inner membrane and had taken 
their first breaths! Often this is followed by seeing some of the eggs roll. The students are 
always surprised to see how long it truly takes for an egg to hatch and that the first chicks that 
hatch will help the other chicks. An experiential experience of teamwork!

Ten chicks hatched: Miss Featherbottom, Chip, Speckles, Hedwig, Little Feet, St. Joseph, 
Darth Vader, Brownie, Miss Fuzzy, and Rocky. The students have shared their knowledge of 
the process with many visitors. The highest form of understanding is to be able to teach it. 

The chicks will now head home with Mrs. 
Harper until they have grown enough feathers to 
go outside. They will then go to loving farms to 
be raised as free-range laying hens. 

Mrs. Ford summed up this experience the best 
when she said, “Perhaps what we love most about 
this project is the levels of deep feelings that are 
activated in the students. In getting to see the 
miracle of life, empathy and tenderness are fuel 
that keep students engaged and learning fun and 
exciting.” It’s these experiences that the students 
will carry with them long after they leave the 
halls of Saint Joseph School.



A FOND 
FAREWELL                                                                     
After 14 years of 
bringing smiles and 
joy to Saint Joseph 
Catholic School, 
Debbie Jeffcoat is 
retiring. Mrs. Jeffcoat 
has played a huge 
role in helping to 
raise so many of 
our children. Her 

dedication to teaching the faith has been instrumental in allowing our 
students to grow into strong, faith-filled young men and women. 

We must also say goodbye to two more longtime members of the Saint 
Joseph community – Mrs. Karen Walsh and Mrs. Lindsey Siau. Mrs. Walsh 
is staying home with her family and Mrs. Siau is moving to the beach. 
We will miss both of them, and we thank them each for over a decade of 
service to our school.

Thank you, Debbie, Karen, and Lindsey, 
for your commitment to Saint Joseph and 

your steadfast love for your students. Godspeed.



2018 Awards and Scholarships

A/B Honor Award – These students earned all As or Bs in all four quarters of both fifth and sixth grades.  
(Left to right: Samuel Blake, Caroline Timmons. William Killoy, Keenan Bramhall, Laith Jabali, Erin Carns, William Meetze, 
London Clow, Joe Meetze, Olivia Cox, Andrew Dipner, Cate Dingeldine, Jeffrey Muir, Reagan Hines, Leah Monk, Luke Tanner,  
Quinnie Mustian, Ella Nelson, Bryce Windham.)

All A Honor Award  — These students earned all As in all four 
quarters of both fifth and sixth grades. (Left to right: Conor Greer, 
Hannah Grace Moffitt, Lauren Mruz.)

Hottel Scholarship —  Matthew Andrews — 
The Hottel Scholarship is in memory of 
Deborah Hottel, a supporter and champion 
of Saint Joseph Catholic School. In order to 
win this $500 scholarship, rising 6th grade 
applicants had to submit an essay which 
described how they intended to walk in the 
footsteps of Joseph during their final year at 
Saint Joseph Catholic School.

Merit Award – This award is given to graduating students who consistently support school 
rules and policies, often take the opportunity to do more than is required, steadily strive 
to produce work commensurate with their ability, contribute to the school community, 
cooperate with others, and display a positive attitude toward teachers and peers.  
(Left to right: Cate Dingeldine, Joshua Cleary, Conor Greer, Andrew Dipner, 
Keenan Bramhall, Caroline Timmons, Luke Tanner, Erin Carns, Bryce Windham, 
Hannah Grace Moffitt, Olivia Cox, Sophia Britting.)



Joseph Award  — Above left: Erin Carns; Above right: Conor Greer —This award is the highest award given to two graduating 
sixth graders. They are chosen from the Merit Award winners by the faculty, staff, and fellow students for their exemplary character. 

Kibler Citizenship Award — Logan Ashley —This award aims 
to inspire a rising 6th grade student to exhibit honesty, compassion, 
respect, responsibility, and courage. Candidates for this award were 
nominated by individuals in our school and church community 
and the winner was chosen by a Kibler family committee.

PTO Scholarship — Mary Cates McBurney —This scholarship is given to one graduating student who 
will be attending Cardinal Newman in the fall. Applicants wrote an essay describing how they lived 
our school’s spiritual theme, “Sent to be the Good News” during their time at Saint Joseph. This year’s 
winner was chosen for her essay and outstanding service to our church and school.

Marian Harris Memorial Scholarship — Conor Greer —  
This scholarship is given to one graduating student who is an altar 
server and will be attending a Catholic school for their secondary 
education. Applicants wrote an essay describing why they became 
an altar server and how that service has deepened their faith and 
knowledge of the Catholic church. The winner was chosen by 
Monsignor Harris, Father Gray, and a parish committee.



May Crowning



Fourth Grade Living Museum

MIDLANDS GIVES BREAKS RECORDS
Thank you to all who supported Saint Joseph Catholic School in this year’s Midlands Gives. 
During only one day of giving, we raised over $45,000 for our Saints Fund bringing the total 
to over $65,000! We couldn’t have done it without the support of so many - Matching Gifts 
Angels who donated $20,250 to get us off to a great start, generous parishioners who filled 
our buckets after Mass, those who donated online or gave in the school office… everyone 
came together to help us reach this historic success.  And we couldn’t have done it without the 
exceptional leadership of Chrissy Dingeldine and her Development Team.

We will devote $15,000 of the funds to a very important technology infrastructure upgrade. 
This money will be used to improve the wiring, server, and Wi-Fi capabilities in our buildings 
and to purchase new devices such as Smart Boards and Wi-Fi receivers. The resulting 
technology boost will be a huge benefit for our students and teachers.

Again, thank you for supporting our school and 
making a difference in the lives of our students!
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