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2017 
GRANDPARENTS 
OF THE YEAR
Congratulations to our 
2017 Grandparents of the 
Year, Bobby and Barbara 
Williams. While their four 
children were students 
at Saint Joseph, Bobby 
and Barbara were active 
volunteers – Barbara 
helping on the PTO as 
a homeroom mother and in other roles; and Bobby at Saint Joseph Church as a basketball 
coach and organizer of the Diocesan basketball tournament. As their children have grown 
older, the Williams have volunteered within the parish, helping with many projects and, 
currently, Barbara is serving on the parish finance council.

In addition to their time volunteering, the Williams family has always been generous supporters of 
both the school and church through their family restaurant – Lizard’s Thicket. They have supported 
countless auctions, spaghetti suppers, and concession stands with food and beverage donations. 

For the last several years, the Williams have had two grandchildren attending Saint Joseph, and 
they have continued to support our school through generous donations to auctions, fundraisers, 
and our Saints Fund.

We are so grateful for all that Bobby and Barbara Williams have done to support Saint Joseph 
Catholic School for the last 35 years.



SAINTS FUND 
Thank you to those of you who have already contributed to the 
2017-2018 Saints Fund. Base tuition at our school only covers 
82% of the actual cost to educate each student. The Saints 
Fund helps to bridge that gap. Saints Fund money helps our 
school provide tuition assistance, invest in new technology and 
curriculum resources, and improve school facilities. We cannot 
continue to improve without the help of our generous donors. 

This year’s goal is 80% participation from our families. Every gift counts towards that goal. 
Please consider a donation to the Saints Fund. You will find a donor card and return envelope in 
this newsletter. Thank you for your support!

LACE ‘EM UP!
Mark your calendar for January 27, 2018, and join us at the third annual  
Run with the Saints 5K and Fun Run! The Saints Run has quickly become  
one of Columbia’s most popular 5K races and has already been named one  
of the top 20 races in South Carolina. Whether you’re an elite runner,  
a casual jogger or simply like to take a leisurely stroll through a beautiful  
neighborhood, this event is for you. The 5K features a course that  
loops through Shandon and ends with fantastic food, great music and  
fun events for kids and adults alike. You may even win a custom award created by Saint Joseph’s 
own students. (Not to mention, all runners receive some pretty awesome swag!)

Our Saints Running Club students have been training hard to increase their mileage every day. 
Look for their neon green shirts at the start line, as they put their months of practice into action.

Children ten and under who will not be running the 5K can take part in the always enjoyable  
one-mile Fun Run. There really is something for everyone. So lace up your running shoes and  
get ready to support our school and community. A portion of the race proceeds will go  
to the St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry. 

To register, please visit www.StrictlyRunning.com. And go Saints!



WHERE IN THE 
WORLD IS MRS. 
CAMPOLONGO?!?
Our children are growing 
up in a world saturated with 
technology. Here at Saint 
Joseph Catholic School, we 
know it is essential that they are 
educated via traditional studies, 
but also utilize various technological advances in their everyday activities. Recently, our 2nd grade 
class demonstrated this marriage of past and future learning in their exciting lesson on maps, 
where they employed drone technology. 

The 2nd grade social studies students have been studying the 
various types of maps and the possible uses for those maps. The 
lesson was augmented by a special guest visitor, Mr. Bresnahan, 
the parent of one of our students. Mr. Bresnahan described 
how drones are used to create and study maps every day where 
he works as a Graphic Information Officer for Richland 
County. He showed the students the many different maps he 
has created through photogrammetry with the help of drones. 
Photogrammetry is the science of taking measurements from 
photographs, and the more images of the landscape, the more 

accurate the map. Photogrammetry is as old as modern photography, but drones have improved 
the process by allowing multiple pictures from so many angles.

During Mr. Bresnahan’s lesson, the 2nd graders found out that their teacher was missing.  
Mrs. Campolongo left a note saying that she was going to take a break, and if they needed her 
they would need to follow clues on grid maps. In an exciting (and educational) scavenger hunt, 
the 2nd graders used a drone to look around the school for clues and eventually discovered  
Mrs. Campolongo! 

Thank you to Mr. Bresnahan, Mrs. Sexton, Mrs. 
Thompson, Mrs. Catalano, and Mrs. Leonard 
for their help with the invaluable lesson!



STUDENT COUNCIL COMMUNITY SERVICE
This fall, we inducted 29 fifth and sixth 
grade students into our Student Council. 
In order to be chosen for this organization, 
students were required to fill out an 
application and complete a personal service 
project. Together, these students completed 
over 340 hours of service for the midlands 
community. Here are some highlights of 
those projects:

»  Over 50 hours of service to Pets Inc.

»   Restoring flags and flowers on 
graves at Greenlawn Memorial Park

»  Volunteering and collecting supplies 
for the Ronald McDonald House

»  Picking up litter at the Dorn VA Medical Center

»  Feeding the homeless 

»  Collecting toiletries for Palmetto Health Children’s Hospital

»  Fundraising for the Salvation Army, Mental Illness Recovery Center, Inc.,  
St. Lawrence Place, and Palmetto Place



FALL FESTIVAL




