
O u r  m I s s I O n
Saint Joseph Catholic School, a coeducational parish school for 
grades K4 through 6, exists for the purpose of providing Catholic 
education of the highest quality to the children of parishioners 
and other residents of the Columbia area. Central to the school 
program is a dedication to spiritual development and academic 
excellence based on Gospel values. Through opportunities to 
worship, to learn, and to grow in character, Saint Joseph students 
are prepared to be lifelong learners who practice and live their 
values in the Catholic, Christian tradition.

Inspiring minds • Building character • Living faith
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“ As each one has 
received a gift, use it 
to serve one another 
as good stewards of 
God’s varied grace.”

— 1 Peter 4:10

www.stjosdevine.com

Students get ready to release their balloons in support of the American Lung Association



“ The human heart plans the way but the LORD directs the steps” 
— Proverbs 16:9

Let’s face it. At some point in our lives, we have each 
stepped back and said, “Am I reaching my true potential? 

Can I do better?” When faced with these very questions three 
years ago, Saint Joseph Catholic School’s Advisory Council 
realized there may be a problem. Enrollment was down and, 
like many other businesses, families and schools, there was 
the very real potential of a pending financial crisis. Something 
needed to be done to increase enrollment for the school, 
balance the budget and put Saint Joseph Catholic School 
back on the path to success. The school’s Advisory Council, 

composed of school and parish administrators, parents and 
parishioners set off to accomplish these mighty tasks. 

Working in collaboration with the parish and the Parent 
Teacher Organization, the Council established a leaner 
budget, a long-term financial plan and a strategic plan aimed 
at improving the facility and the external image of the school. 
Committees were formed and were tasked with finding ways 
to upgrade facilities, increase enrollment, validate curriculum, 
continue development activities, enrich the Catholic identity 
of the school and establish a quarterly color newsletter to 
communicate better with parents and parishioners.

Three years later, Saint Joseph Catholic School can now 
proudly say that, under the guidance of God, it has achieved 
the goals of financial stability and increased enrollment.

In April, the National Catholic Educational Association 
(NCEA) Department of Boards recognized Saint Joseph 
Catholic School at its annual conference in Boston by 
bestowing upon the school the “2012 Outstanding Board” 
award. The purpose of this award is to acknowledge 
outstanding work, share ideas and best practices, and 
encourage excellence.

The Advisory Council of Saint Joseph Catholic School has laid 
the groundwork for a great future for our school. We commend 
them for their hard work and cannot thank them enough for 
their continued efforts to make our school a success.
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Advisory Board

Front Row L-R: Jacqualine Kasprowski, Alyssa McGovern, Lisa Dayhuff, 
Rebecca Seezen; Back Row L-R: Mary Nell Degenhart, Fred Castellano,  

Monsignor Richard D. Harris, V.G., Rose Tindall, Dan Rogers, Carla Manning

Field Day Fun



DeAr SAInt JoSeph FAmILIeS,

As we come to the end of another school year, I can’t help 
but reflect upon it.  It has been a year of many blessings, 
and for that I am very grateful.  There are also several 
people who deserve special thanks.

Thanks to our wonderful faculty. Most especially, I wish 
to thank sister maria lovett, Osu, for 40 years of service 
to Saint Joseph Catholic School. I am looking forward to 
working with her in year 41! Sister continues to amaze me 
with her desire to keep current with trends in education 
while holding fast to the things that work, the “best 
practices,” that continue to get tremendous results.

also, a special thanks to mrs. Barbara hevia, who has 
taught at Saint Joseph Catholic School for 21 years, the 
most recent years in second grade. mrs. hevia will retire 
this year. She has given countless hours of dedication to 
our students, and she has helped to prepare many classes 
for first holy communion. many of her students will have 
lasting memories of competing in and winning awards in 
the farm-city competition. after all of the planning and 
grading and teaching, she is going to be able to spend time 
with grandchildren and family. She deserves every happy 
moment with them! (A new grandbaby is on the way, too!)

thanks to our wonderful advisory council. under the 
leadership of mr. fred castellano, the council won the 
NCEA Outstanding Board Award this year. We were 
presented with the award at the NCEA convention in 
Boston in April. The council meets monthly to advise 
Monsignor and me. They have been instrumental in turning 
the financial health of this school around so that we have 
been able to run on a balanced budget. All publications the 
school produces (most notably the one you are reading) 
are the work of the council’s communications committee.
Countless other duties of the school are also done by this 
group of volunteers! The job of a principal and a pastor 
can often be a lonely one, and it is wonderful to have these 
professional people to advise and encourage us.

thanks to our supportive pastor. monsignor harris is the 
reason that our wonderful school has regained its foothold 
and stability in recent years. With his encouragement, 
needed renovations to the school’s physical plant have 
been made. his support and attention to the school and 
its families is very evident. he has inspired so many young 
people to participate more fully in their faith and worship 
by participating as altar servers. We have the best altar 
servers in the state! (That is my totally unbiased opinion of 
course.) Monsignor was nominated this year for the NCEA 
Outstanding Pastor Award. Although he did not receive the 
award this year, we certainly have no doubt that he is an 
outstanding Pastor!

There are so many blessings at Saint Joseph 
Catholic School! I thank you for allowing me to serve 
as your principal. May you have a peaceful and happy 
summer vacation!

May God bless you, 

Roselyn K. Tindall, M.Ed.
Principal

From the principal

Rose Tindall, Principal
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the Saint Joseph Catholic School Annual Fund deadline is almost here! June 30, 2012 marks 

the end of this year’s appeal. thanks to your generosity, we are on our way to surpassing 

our goal of $40,000 to support the mission of Saint Joseph Catholic School. please help us 

exceed our goal by donating, if you have not already done so. our students, faculty and staff 

appreciate all you do.
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Serving God, Serving others
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We see them every weekend at Mass, during weddings 
and at funerals: the young altar servers who march 

solemnly toward the altar as we begin our hours of worship, 
rejoicing or mourning. These children and teenagers give of 
their time selflessly in becoming active participants in the 
celebration of Mass. At Saint Joseph Catholic Church, we 
are blessed with approximately 120 altar servers, 58 from 
our school, all of whom are enthusiastically trained and 
staunchly supported by our principal, Rose Tindall, and 
pastor, monsignor richard harris.

“We start with reminding our servers that this is a ‘calling’ 
and that they are expected to be faithful in their duty and 
to be present when they are scheduled for Mass,” said Ms. 
Tindall, whose son Johnny is also a server. The program 
is a wonderful source for strengthening the altar servers’ 
knowledge of the catholic faith and what it entails. from 
terminology for the items used to the proper way to hold the 
book to carrying items from the offertory to the altar, it’s an 
education and experience in faith.

The role of our altar servers is extremely important to 
monsignor harris. “not only do the servers offer invaluable 
assistance to me at the altar, but they also help me to pray 
the Mass,” he said. “Our servers are so respectful and 
prayerful that they project an atmosphere of reverence and 

prayerfulness when they serve. This sense of reverence is 
also experienced by the parishioners.”

Monsignor believes the program instills a sense of 
awe and reverence for the Eucharist, as well as respect, 
appreciation and knowledge of the Catholic faith and of 
the Mass. Ms. Tindall agrees. “I believe the program is very 
enlightening for our children,” she said. “It’s a wonderful 
way for them to participate more fully in the Mass and it 
becomes somewhat of a ‘gateway ministry’ for them. They 
will become the future lectors, Extraordinary Ministers of 
holy communion and maybe even members of religious 
Orders or Priests!” 

And for the parents of our altar servers, the pride is evident, 
as well as the lessons it teaches the children. “The children 
learn that faith is an active practice, not just prayers in a pew 
or prayer at night,” said Ann Buchmaier, whose children, 
Sophie and Wolfi, are servers. “As a practical matter, having to 
stand and work in front of a large crowd has been a beneficial 
experience. What was once unnerving is now done without 
any difficulty,” added Ann. Rebecca Seezen’s son James served 
in his inaugural mass during first communion this year, a 
memorable event for Rebecca to witness. “It is a special thing 
to watch your child have such a personal experience with the 
mass,” she said. “he knows what he is doing is important, and 
he looks forward to the responsibility.”

It’s a responsibility many parents welcome in their 
children and marvel at when they see it occur. So it was for 
Mindy McBurney, whose ten-year-old son’s involvement in 
the Church had been planned and encouraged by others to 
this point. “This is the first time we have been able to see 
Cooper act on his own and take an active role in living his 
faith,” said Mindy. What’s more, the role of altar server runs 
in the McBurney family, making it even more special. “My 
father was an altar server when he was my age, and I like 
doing what he did in the Church and keeping up a family 
tradition,” said Cooper.

for lori long, whose son Joseph is also a server, the fact 
that the altar servers are taught that this is a ministry for 
them is very special. “I love that they learn the importance of 
having the proper reverence and respect for the celebration 
of the Eucharist and that they are an important part of the 
celebration,” she said. And for Joseph, serving is an honor. 
“We get to serve on God’s altar and get to assist the priest in 
the celebration of the Eucharist at Mass,” he said.

continued on page 5

Dyllan and McKenna 
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 Spirit of Giving
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•  Students jumped rope for a great cause and raised 
$600.15 for the Jump Rope For Heart (JRFH) national 
fundraising program. Jrfh promotes physical activity, 
heart healthy living, and community service to children. 
the funds are raised for the american heart association 
for cardiovascular disease research, stroke research, and 
health education.

•  during lent, students collected change to fill rice bowls 
for the Catholic Relief Services Operation Rice Bowl 
project. They raised over $800.00 while demonstrating 
solidarity with the poor. The charity targets poverty and 
hunger in the u.s. and around the world.

•  After the October school-wide canned food drive, Teresa 
Elam’s K5 class was inspired to create a year-round effort to 
support the Saint Vincent de Paul food pantry. They took a 
field trip to visit the pantry and learned of the needs of the 
hungry in our city. After that visit, several students collected 
canned goods at their birthday parties and parents sent in 
checks to help. Students also asked if they could share 
the vegetables grown in their class garden with the food 
pantry. They donated several fresh vegetables, including 
turnips, radishes and lettuce from their fall/winter garden. 
They have planted a spring garden of tomatoes and herbs 
with the first grade. Mrs. Elam said it really showed her the 
“kind, sweet souls” of her students and that they saw a need 
and just wanted to help.

•  In April, students donated money to release balloons to 
support the American Lung Association. The project 
was inspired by two sixth grade students, Patrick R.  and 

Joe W., who recently lost grandparents to lung cancer. 
These students asked their teacher, Tess Pratt, who also 
lost a grandparent to lung cancer, if they could start a 
service project for the american lung association. they 
brainstormed with the Beta Club and the balloon release 
was chosen because of the concept of air and balloons 
rising in air. The club checked to make sure the balloons 
would be biodegradable. They raised $641.00 for their 
donation.

•  The Beta Club is collecting navy blue uniform tee shirts 
and sweatshirts that are being retired by Saint Joseph 
Catholic School this year. They held a bake sale to raise the 
money to mail the clothing to Saint Joseph Indian School 
in South Dakota. This is a Catholic school operated by 
the priests of the sacred heart, which has been educating 
impoverished Native Americans since 1927. So far, the 
club has raised $234.00 for the mailing. 

K5 students are proud of their garden

Serving God, Serving Others continued from page 4
monsignor harris encourages children who are considering 

becoming altar servers to pay attention to those who are 
currently serving. “Talk to them and ask them why they 
do it,” he said. “Most of all, know that this is a calling to 
serve God, the priest and the parishioners. It is a blessing 
and honor to me, as their pastor, to have them on the altar 
assisting me.” That honor is shared by the altar servers. 
Added James Seezen, “I like that I get to sit up on the altar, 
serve with the priest and get to know him.”

Because of their important roles, Monsignor works hard 
to ensure the servers don’t get too nervous during Mass. 
“They are so well trained and conscientious that they have 
confidence they will serve to the best of their ability, which  

 
helps alleviate some of their nervousness,” he said. “Our 
older servers are always willing to help the younger ones. 
I tell them only a few people will know if they make a 
mistake. The people are proud of their presence on the 
altar.” The assistance of the older servers isn’t lost on the 
parents of the newer children. “I look at the Senior and 
Master servers and see what great examples they are for the 
younger servers,” said Rebecca. “I know those are the kinds 
of kids I want mine to grow up to be.”

for those children thinking of becoming altar servers, 
Joseph long passes along this advice, “don’t worry too much 
about messing up, because God loves you for trying your 
best.” It’s an important sentiment we could all take to heart.
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Kicking It with Sister

You’d be hard pressed to find a Saint Joseph Catholic 
School student who doesn’t remember playing 

kickball with Sister Maria. So is the case for three of 
our esteemed former students who are now lighting up 

the university of south carolina baseball field. catcher 
Grayson Greiner, pitcher Patrick Sullivan and outfielder 
Sean Sullivan treated the students at Saint Joseph to a 
visit, signing autographs, taking photos and concluding 
with an ever-competitive game of kickball with Sister and 
the first grade students.

To be sure, kickball isn’t all these athletes remember about 
Saint Joseph Catholic School and Sister. Take a look at Sean 
Sullivan’s childhood trophy shelf and you’ll not only find 
sports memorabilia but also six accelerated reader trophies. 
“I think I ended up winning just about every year,” said 
Sullivan. “My parents used to come in and find me in my 
bed late at night reading. I really enjoyed it, so I think I got 
through almost every book in the library.”

It’s a great lesson in the importance of finding the balance 
in athletics and academics. Something these former students 
have done. and as a part of usc’s championship baseball 
team, it looks like they have done it pretty well.

The USC players enjoy a game of kickball with Sister Maria and the first graders


